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SPOTLIGHT

Scottsdale vocalist takes stage in Rome
By Kristine Cannon, Progress Staff Writer  Oct 6, 2019  
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Marcellino Ristorante co-owner Sima Verzino performed in Italy this past summer.
Sima Verrzino/Special to the Progress

Sima Verzino is no stranger to the stage.

Every week since 2015, Verzino sings with her All-Star Trio band in the main dining room of Marcellino
Ristorante, an Italian restaurant in Old Town Scottsdale she co-owns with husband and chef Marcellino
Verzino.

Prior, Sima was a top recording artist in Europe, performing many times on national RAI TV in Italy as her
records were played in heavy rotation on major radio stations in Europe.

“Back in the day when I had my records and I was doing very big venues, probably up to 4,000 or
5,000,” Sima said.

Now, Sima – a highly trained vocalist – has one more venue to cross off her robust list: Teatro Marcellus,
an ancient, open-air theater in Rome.

Sima performed at Teatro Marcellus on Aug. 29 as part of the venue’s four-month “Concerti del
Tempietto” series that took place from end of June through October and where artists from all over the
world were invited to perform. 

 “I had lived in Rome for 10 years as a recording artist, so I had traveled all over Italy with my dancers,
my musicians. But I had never performed in this venue,” she said.

International Brazilian jazz artist and Sima’s dear friend, Jim Porto, played an instrumental role in getting
her name added to the lineup of performers.

After inviting Porto to perform at Marcellino Ristorante – his first performance in the states – he
recommended Sima to organizers of the concert series in Italy.

She was asked to perform in April.

“It took me a minute to actualize this incredible invitation,” Sima said, adding:

“When [Porto] called me and told me what he did, that he had spoken about me for the concert in Rome,
I was so overwhelmed with love and gratitude. This invitation was very special for me. For any artist to
be invited to this venue is a very humbling point in one’s career.”

After spending three days rehearsing in Rome, Sima performed a carefully curated set of 10 songs.

They included a few songs she performs at Marcellino Ristorante, such as “Italian Mambo” by Bob
Merrill and “Do You Wanna Dance” by Bobby Freeman – a song close to Sima and Marcellino’s heart. 

“On [Marcellino’s] birthday, I always sing that to him,” Sima said.

Because the performance took place during Sima and Marcellino’s yearly trip back home to Italy,
Marcellino and their friends and family members were in the audience that late-August evening.

“I try not to look at him because I tend to cry, and I can’t cry when I’m singing,” she said with a laugh.
“Every time, it is overwhelming; emotion comes over me when I sing that song.”

Sima called the performance in front of the crowd of 100-plus people “amazing” and “overwhelming.”

“When I came out on stage and looked around, you’re under a starry sky in the middle of this ancient
with the ruins all around you, and you just get overwhelmed for a quick second, realizing that you are
standing somewhere where people almost 3,000 years ago stood. It’s very overwhelming to be in the
presence of all of those old souls,” she said.

As a performer, Sima describes herself as an emotive one. 

“I like to believe that I transmit emotion through my interpretation of songs,” she said. “I am a rather large
presence on stage. It’s kind of like containable combustion.”

A performer since she was 7 years old, Sima was practically born into music; her father was a classically
trained vocalist, saxophonist, clarinetist, and conductor. 

“My parents started me with classical dance lessons at age three and piano lessons at age six. At 14, I
auditioned for and was accepted into the famous Fiorella LaGuardia School for the Performing Arts ... in
New York City, where I majored in drama and minored in dance,” she said.

Sima went on to attend the Fashion Institute of Technology in New York, where she studied marketing,
public relations, and journalism. 

After graduation, however, she went back to music with the help of New York’s top vocal coaches, Marty
Lawrence, who trained Liza Minnelli, and John DeMaio,worked with American operatic soprano Beverly
Sills. 

“I had to audition for these brilliant coaches as they handpicked their students,” Sima said. “They gave
me an understanding of the instrument inside me. 

“With their training, my voice blossomed and put me on the very top of my game. It enabled incredible
and all-powerful control of my voice to perform with perfection and vocal gymnastics that makes me
who I am.”

Ahead, Sima will continue performing at Marcellino Ristorante, which celebrates its 16th anniversary on
Oct. 26. 

To catch Sima in action, she will perform at Marcellino Ristorante with her All-Star Trio band on the
following dates: Oct. 10, 12, 24 and 26; Nov. 7, 14 and 21; Dec. 5, 12, 14, 19 and 26. 

Information: marcellinoristorante.com
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The day before the Nov. 3 General Election, an
active member of the local Republican party was
allegedly caught stealing campaign signs near a
Scottsdale mosque that was also serving as a
county voting center.
According to a report filed by Scottsdale police
officers, Eric Kurland, a Democrat who
unsuccessfully ran for the legislature in LD 23,
called police after spotting someone removing
signs outside of the IslamicCenter of the North
East Valley.
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Salt River gardens honor USS
Arizona heroes
Since opening in February, the USS Arizona Memorial
Gardens at Salt River has been visited by thousands of
guests who pay tribute to the men aboard the USS
Arizona at Pearl Harbor, sharing their stories, efforts and
sacrifice. 

Scottsdale post plans in-person
Veterans Day event
Scottsdale’s American Legion Post 44 will host an
outdoor ceremony at its downtown Scottsdale location to
commemorate Veterans Day this year.

Weed, tax on wealthy sail to
approval in Arizona
Arizonans have decided they want to be able to smoke
marijuana and apparently are just fine with taxing the
richest state residents to help add funds for K-12
education.

Ortega holds lead for Scottsdale
mayor
Results were updated at 9:00 a.m. on 11/7/20.

Chaparral virus cases create
district angst
Last week, the Scottsdale Unified School District asked
219 Chaparral High School students to quarantine for 14
days after they were in close contact with COVID-19-
positive students on campus.

Virus uptick could close 10
Scottsdale schools
Update: This story has been updated with information
from the district indicating four Chaparral High School
students who were already supposed to be in quarantine
attended class briefly on Oct. 22

State health director sees no end
to restrictions for now
The state’s top health official testified last week that she
cannot say when the current COVID-19 health
emergency will be over, when the governor will rescind
his orders or when Arizonans will be able to get their lives
back.

SUSD spending $1M on cameras
for streaming
As some students return to classrooms, the Scottsdale
Unified School District will spend nearly $1 million to
purchase cameras to stream lessons for students at
home.

Dems target judge with “no”
campaign
Upset with his ruling on a proposed tax hike for
education, the Maricopa County Democratic Party is
trying to deny Superior Court Judge Christopher Coury
another four-year term on the bench.

Opponents say marĳuana prop a
minefield
The way Lisa James sees it, Proposition 207 is not about
whether people should be able to use marijuana.
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